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Special events at Happy Tails: 

   
FLEA AND TICK CONTROL IN YOUR 

PETS- INFORMATION NIGHT 

29th October 2008 

 6:30pm At Happy Tails Vet Hospital.   

    Book in for a fun filled information 

night on how to properly get rid of 

and prevent FLEAS infesting our 

pets! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONTHLY (or FORTNIGHTLY) Flea 

Prevention 
This generally comes in a form of a top-spot 

treatment that is applied on the back of your 

pet‟s neck (e.g. Frontline, Advantage, 

Revolution, Advocate (and Advantix- dogs 

only)). This should be done every month all 

year round, to help assist in the elimination of 

fleas. Any fleas that appeared on your pet 

before treatment could have already laid 40-

50 eggs in your environment (house, garden, 

pets bedding, carpet, floor boards etc). Eggs 

can take up to 14 days to 6 months to 

develop into adult fleas. If treated monthly, 

any re-infestation of fleas will die within 24 

hours. 

 

TREAT ALL THE ANIMALS IN THE HOUSE 
Remember that other non treated pets with 

access to the house and environment may 

also be a flea source. Treat all your pets in the 

house at the same time. If possible prevent 

any untreated animals or pets from entering 

the home environment (including the 

garden). Remember rodents, ferrets, domestic 

rabbits as well as stray cats and dogs can be 

a flea source. Stray cats and dogs are more 

likely to be transporting unwanted fleas which 

will hitch a ride on one or more of your pets! 

 

YOUR BACKYARD 
Fleas that are in your garden can be very 

hard to kill. Unlike in the home where 

vacuuming, washing, flea sprays and bombs 

can be used, many of these options are not 

possible for your outdoor use. Flea eggs, 

larvae and pupae can survive below long 

grasses where this environment is warm, 

damp and shaded from direct sunlight. To 

reduce flea numbers it is important to keep 

your grass short to allow the sunlight and heat 

to kill these immature stages. Remember 

areas under the house are the perfect 

environment for fleas to develop. It is 

advisable to block off access under the house 

to allow these fleas to die off and prevent 

further breeding. 

 

DOES YOUR PET SWIM OR DO YOU WASH 

YOUR PET REGULARLY? 
During the summer it is common that dogs like 

to go for a swim. Remember that some 

products may be “washed out” during this 

process. Please check with your vet how 

many days or hours you have to wait after 

application, or if the product you are using is 

waterproof. Washing your pet with certain 

shampoos can also rinse out these flea 

prevention spot-ons. Using a „soap –free‟ 

shampoo may help and these are also less 

likely to strip your pet‟s coat of their natural  
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 Happy Tails Vet Newsletter 

Summertime! A time for the whole family to 

get together for a BBQ, or to hit the beach 

and catch some sun rays! So what about 

our pets? Summertime can be a nightmare 

for our furry friends because it means the 

FLEAS are out and about!  

 

Did you know that a single flea can lay up 

to 50 eggs a day? Or that the little area 

under your house is home to over hundreds 

of fleas! Even going for a simple stroll down 

to the park, where other untreated dogs 

have been, could mean you are 

introducing your pet to a playground of 

developing flea eggs and larvae that will 

jump onto your pet! 

 

Fleas are actually active during all seasons 

of the year, not just summer. The reason why 

most owners will tend to notice more fleas in 

the summer months is because fleas thrive 

better in the hotter weather and can 

produce ten times more flea eggs.  

 

Adult fleas only make up 5% of the flea 

population. 95% of fleas are at the immature 

stages; eggs and larvae, which are not so 

easy to see with the naked eye. 

 

So what can you do to help your pet? 

REGULAR VACCUMING  
Regular vacuuming of your home and 

washing of your pets bedding will physically 

help to eliminate the number flea eggs and 

immature fleas in your environment. It is 

always a good idea to do this on the same  

day you treat your pet with flea prevention. 

 
 

 

 

 

ITCHY DOG? Important Flea Control Tips for Summer! 

 

. 

Oils which are necessary for some products 

to spread effectively across your pets 

body. Please contact your vet for a 

recommended shampoo/conditioner to 

use with your flea prevention. 

 

 

To help you, here are a few key questions: 

 
1) Are all the pets in the house being treated 

with monthly flea prevention? 

2) Are all of the pets receiving the correct 

product (i.e. correct for the weight, dog or 

cat)? 

3) IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǘΩǎ ŦƭŜŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 

correctly for the last 3-5 months? 

4) Does your pet go for walks outside? 

5) Are there any other animals or untreated 

pets with access to the house environment 

όƛΦŜΦ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ǇŜǘǎΣ ǊƻŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŦŜǊǊŜǘǎΣ 

domestic rabbits?) 

6) Do any of your pets have access to areas 

under the house? 

7) Do you wash your pet regularly or does your 

pet swim? 

 



      Spring/Summer  2008 ● Volume 1, Issue 3● Happy Tails Veterinary Hospital ● (02) 8753 1300           Spring/Summer 2008 ● Volume 1, Issue 3 ● Happy Tails Veterinary Hospital ● (02) 8753-1300     

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the arrival of the much 

anticipated Ferragosto Five Dock Street 

Festival came Happy Tails Vet‟s ONE 

YEAR BIRTHDAY!  

 

To celebrate both occasions the team 

at Happy Tails decorated our windows 

with a huge birthday cake filled with 

photos of the most memorable 

moments from 2007! The display 

showcased „before-and-after‟ photos 

of the hospital construction, Santa pet 

photos, cat adoption kittens and the 

special patients that touched our 

hearts this year.  

 

On the day Happy Tails invited 

“Cheeky” the clown to join us at 

Ferragosto. “Cheeky” entertained the 

kids and public with her special 

handmade Animal Balloon Show and 

face painting. Happy Tails clients also 

got the opportunity to talk with 

Simonne Lee, the famous Sydney Pet 

Communicator. Many booked in 

advance, excited to find answers to 

questions they had been dying to ask 

their pet! Owners got the opportunity 

to pass on messages to their pet, and 

many found the answers (good and 

bad!) they were looking for! 

 

To celebrate Dental Health Awareness 

Month in August, many of our clients 

that dropped by also received a free 

Dental Health Check voucher and 

dental treats on the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WINNER !! 
2008 Small Business 

Awards  

 

 

FINALIST !! 
2008 True Local  Business 

Awards  

 

Services offered at Happy Tails 

Veterinary Hospital : 
 

× Veterinary Consultation 

× Specialised Nutritional Advice and Foods 

× Soft Tissue and Orthopaedic Surgery 

× Vaccinations and Microchip Implantation 

× Acupuncture 

× X-ray Imaging 

× Ultrasound Imaging 

× In house Laboratory Testing 

× Specialist Referral 

× VIP Boarding Facility 

× Professional Grooming 

× Puppy School 

× Doggy Day Care service 

× Pet Information Seminars 

× Cat Adoption Services 

 

Celebrating Happy Tails Vetõs ONE year Anniversary 2008! 

Overall it was a fun filled, sunny day 

and Happy Tails Veterinary Hospital 

looks forward to next year‟s 

Ferragosto/Anniversary celebrations! 

 

After an amazing year, Happy Tails 

Veterinary Hospital is pleased to 

announce that in June 2008 we won 

the award for the most Outstanding 

Specialised Small Business 2008 for the 

Inner West Sydney. We have also just 

been notified that we are Finalist in the 

True Local Business Awards 2008! 

 

Happy Tails Veterinary Hospital would 

like to thank all our clients who 

nominated and voted for us and we 

hope to continually strive to provide 

the best Pet and Veterinary Medical 

and Surgical services to our 

community.  

 

HAPPY TAILS VETERINARY 

HOSPITAL 

 
www.happytails-vet.com 

 

Open 7 days a week 

Mon- Fri 8am-8pm 

Sat   9am-6pm 

Sun  10am-2pm 

 

140 Great North Rd 

Five Dock, NSW 2046 

(02) 8753 1300 

http://www.happytails-vet.com/
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Early Warning Signs: Is Your Pet DRINKING More water and/or 

URINATING more often? 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The daily water intake of any animal is 

dependent on a number of factors 

including; the amount of moisture in 

their diet, the environmental 

temperature, their level of activity and 

the pet‟s body size.  

 

The clinical signs of an increased water 

intake may be obvious, however 

sometimes the signs may be more 

subtle, such as filling up the water bowl 

more often, changing the litter tray 

more frequently and your pet going 

outdoors to urinate more often.   

 

A plentiful supply of fresh drinking water 

should always be available.  Even if 

you suspect your pet may be drinking 

more, never withhold water from them. 

Their water should be changed daily 

and more than one water bowl should 

be provided in case the water spills or 

becomes dirty.  

 

Daily water intake (over 24 hours) can 

be measured at home and this value 

can then be compared to Average 

„normal water intake‟ values. In dogs 

normal daily water consumption is 

considered less than 90mL per kilogram 

body weight per day, and in cats less 

than 45mL per kilogram body weight 

per day.  If your pet drinks more than 

this they are described to have 

“polydipsia”. It is best to take water 

intake measurements over 3-5 days to 

achieve an average representative 

result.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measuring urine production can be a 

little trickier. Usually if your pet is 

urinating more they will urinate large 

quantities at a time (“polyuria”). This 

may mean a „soggy‟ litter tray for cats 

and long big „wees‟ for dogs. Urinary 

incontinence can also be associated 

with an increased urine production or it 

may be a separate problem of its own.   

 

A physical examination is very 

important in conjunction with testing. It 

is also important to note if there has 

been any weight loss or gain, a 

change in appetite, vomiting, diarrhea, 

abdominal distension or skin and hair 

changes.  

 

There are many causes of an increased 

water intake. These include:  

 

× Diabetes 

× Kidney disease 

× Liver disease 

× Hormone/ endocrine diseases 

eg. Hyperadrenocorticism in 

dogs and Hyperthyroidism in 

cats 

× Infections 

× Drug therapy eg. diuretic , 

cortisone and anticonvulsant  

therapy 

× Electrolyte abnormalities 

× Some cancers 

× Pain, fever and some 

behavioral causes.  

 

 

 

 

 

After a veterinary physical examination 

the next diagnostic step is a urine test. 

The urine concentration is measured 

and the urine analyzed. Occasionally 

the urine may be cultured to check for 

a urinary tract infection. Blood testing is 

the next step and this is especially 

helpful to diagnose diseases involving 

the liver, kidneys, hormone diseases, 

infections and diabetes. Based on the 

results of these urine and blood tests an 

ultrasound or radiographs (xrays) or 

even more advanced testing might be 

indicated.  

 

If you suspect your pet may be drinking 

too much water or urinating more than 

usual, please contact our staff at 

Happy Tails Veterinary Hospital. We can 

arrange for a veterinary checkup of 

your pet and assist you with advice on 

how to collect a urine sample for 

testing. 

 

 

 

KEY SIGNS of 

POLYURIA/POLYDIPSIA 
 
× Filling water bowl more often 

× Constantly around the water bowl 

× Drinking out of unusual water 

sources( -e.g. tap, flower pots, 

showers) 

× Ψ{ƻƎƎȅΩ ƭƛǘǘŜǊ ǘǊŀȅ 

× Changing litter tray more often 

× Going outside more often to toilet 

× [ƻƴƎŜǊ ΨǿŜŜǎΩ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ 

× ¦ǊƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ΨǳƴǳǎǳŀƭΩ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 
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HAPPY TAILS INFORMATION NIGHTS:  

Senior Pet Care Winter 2008 

Flea and Tick Prevention in your Pet Summer 2008 
 
The team at Happy Tails Vet would like to thank all our clients who 

attended our Senior Pets Information Night. It was a great success and a lot 

of fun! On the night clients received a variety of important presentations on 

a range of geriatric topics including; heart disease, acupuncture, 

cataracts, blood testing, arthritis and geriatric nutrition. All our guest 

received a „goody bag‟ for their pets and some were lucky enough to win 

a FREE blood screen test for their pet!  

We would like to also thank Advance, Rimadyl and Idexx teams for their 

wonderful presentations on the night. 

  

Happy Tails is pleased to announce that our next Information night will be 

held on the 29th October 2008 on FLEA AND TICK CONTROL IN YOUR PETS! If 
your pet is itchy or you just can‟t seem to get on top of the fleas this spring, 

come on down and learn some tips on how to get rid of them for good! 

To register your interest or to book a place, please call us on (02) 8753 1300 asap! Limited spaces.. 
 

              ITõ S HOLIDAY TIME! 

         LOOKING FOR VIP BOARDING?? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All dogs and cats must be fully up 

to date with their vaccinations and 

we recommend that you ensure 

that your pet has regular worming, 

heartworm and flea prevention. 

 

Our vets at Happy Tails will be 

happy to perform a check up on 

your pet prior to boarding and 

ensure all vaccinations and care is 

up to date. 

 

During your pets stay we can 

provide a grooming service for your 

pet. Please advise us during 

booking if you would like us to 

groom your pet before pick up. 

 

Please feel free to drop by for a 

Boarding Tour or call us today to 

book your pet in. Spaces are 

limited so don‟t forget to book your 

pet in advance! 

 

Happy Tails Veterinary Hospital 
140 Great North Rd, 

Five Dock, NSW 2046 

 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Mon-Fri  8am-8pm 

Sat  9am-6pm 

Sun  10am-2pm 

Ph: (02) 8753 1300 

Email:  mail@happytails-vet.com 

www.happytails-vet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Tails understands that whilst 

holiday planning can be a lot of fun, 

the biggest worry can often be where 

to board your beloved pets? 

 

Happy Tails Vet is pleased to announce 

that we offer VIP Boarding 

accommodation for our pampered 

pooches and kitty cats. We cater for all 

cats and all dogs under 15kg.  

 

Our Doggy Bedrooms are spacious and 

clean and most come with a view! All 

rooms are provided with a 4 poster bed 

with mattress as well as a trampoline to 

relax on. All our doggy guests receive 

only premium wet and dry food and 

are taken for at least 3 times daily 

walkies. 

 

Our Kitty Condos are held in a separate 

area from our doggy guests and all cats 

are provided with a spacious, multi 

level condo. All rooms have hidey holes 

and comfy platforms. Cats are fed only 

premium food and are given twice 

daily playtime with our nurses.  

 

At Happy Tails Boarding we cater for 

dogs and cats that need that extra 

special TLC during boarding. We also 

specialise in boarding those guests with 

special needs – e.g. regular vet 

monitoring or daily medication.  

 

 
. 

 

(Above) 

Happy Tails Boarding Accommodation on our 

upper level provides VIP boarding for your dogs 

and cats. 

Cats are provided with comfy Kitty Condos, whilst 

doggy guests enjoy our spacious Dog Bedrooms. 
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